
 

A Discussion on the Future of Asian American Youth 

by Lillian Zhou, CAPA-MC Junior Reporter 

On October 19, 2019, the Asian American community gathered in the Greencourt Innovation Center 
for the Focus on the Future of Asian American Youth event. The event aimed to celebrate people across the 
nation working to inspire future generations of Asian Americans. The event began with a panel discussion, the 
first of three separate sections of the night. 

              The panel discussion was moderated by Zhenya Li and featured four panelists: Kuan Lee, candidate for 
Rockville City Council; Paul Li, founder of the Calvin J. Li Memorial Foundation; Ting Mei Chau, president of 
the Chinese American Parent Association of Montgomery County (CAPA-MC); and Nina Wang, vice president 
and general council of Greencourt Capital. 

 

Zhenya Li, moderator (Lillian Zhou) 

Zhenya opened the panel discussion by quoting the texts on the banner, characters, education, 
innovation and entrepreneurship, as the theme of the future of Asian American youth. 

The first topic was about leadership. As a 1.5 generation Asian American, Kuan said that he felt 
strongly the perception from people about the lack of leadership of Asian Americans. Although Kuan has 
developed a career as a lawyer, he was “pushed” to the STEM field since people thought STEM is the only 
thing Asian Americans are good at. Paul pointed out, “East Asians do not inherently lack leadership abilities, 
but rarely hold leadership roles.” He thought there are two main reasons: stereotypes that Asians are unable 
to deal with people or have poor soft skills, and parental pressure to finding “safe” and high-paying jobs in 



 
STEM field. Nina notes an observation that Indian Americans in the technology field often also have a MBA 
degree, which may explain why there are many Indian American CEOs and other leadership positions. 

 

Kuan Lee and Nina Wang, panelists (Lillian Zhou) 

In term of political engagement, as a political candidate for a local government, Kuan noted the Asian 
or Chinese culture of keeping your own voice quiet and avoiding involvement with politics. Those beliefs are 
deeply rooted in first-generation immigrants and often passed on to second-generation kids. Although those 
values may be “true in Asia,” Kuan noted, “applied here, it doesn’t work.” Nina added, “You need to speak to 
be heard in America.” 

 

Nina Wang and Paul Li, panelists (Lillian Zhou) 

The panel then discussed the definitions of success and how they differ for each person. “Success is 
subjective,” Kuan said. “Success can be making money, having influence, or having a certain career.” “We 
work hard and gain affluence,” Paul said, “but we don’t have the influence to match our affluence.” Paul 
added that if the Asian American community wants to have more impact, it needs to broaden out.  



 
The panelists also said parenting is closely related to the success of a child. Nina pointed out, “How do 

we make our kids self-motivated and make them achieve their own success? That’s the parent’s job.” “Each 
style of parenting has good and bad aspects,” Kuan said, when talking about western parenting compared to 
the eastern parenting. “Find the best of both worlds.” 

 

Paul Li, panelist (Lillian Zhou) 

Paul emphasized encouraging kids to pursue their own interests and helping second-generation 
immigrants to form their unique identity. “The next generation is in the most incredible and advantageous 
position,” Paul said, “to take both cultures and merge them together to form a unique identity.” He talked 
about the importance of parents helping kids  to accept their cultural identity, which greatly affects their 
mental health. 

 



 
Ting Mei Chau, panelist (Lillian Zhou) 

The panel concluded with a decision that risks and conflicts were crucial to good parenting.  The 
panelists encouraged parents to let their children explore more and risk more. “Go into entrepreneurship,” 
Ting Mei Chau said. “[It] opens a big door for kids. Use a creative way to solve a problem, and make economic 
opportunities for others.” Ting Mei concluded, “Conflict is good, it makes a person stronger.” 

All these discussed topics- the lack of Asian Americans in leadership roles, the importance of 
increasing the voice of Asian Americans in society, and the definitions of success for Chinese American 
parents and their kids are crucial for ensuring the future of Asian American youth is a bright one. 

This article was provided by Chinese American Parents Association Junior Reporter Club (CAPA JRC) with 
members who interviewed, audio recorded, wrote, translated, and video recorded. CAPA JRC has 19 
Montgomery County middle to high school students. They have created a bilingual platform delivering news 
and serving the community. 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA0gylW1ZCcgDvDiLAyObbA 
IG: @capa_jrc 
Blog: https://capajrc.wordpress.com/  
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