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On March 9, the Village Initiative Roll-Out Event was held at CCACC. The event
was sponsored by CAPA-MC, CCACC, and the Asian American Studies Program of the
University of Maryland. Panelists from MCPS, Montgomery County Federations of
Families for Children’s Mental Health, the Arc, and Partnership for Extraordinary
Minds joined together to give a talk on building connections with community resources
for families with children with special needs. The panelists were Julie Reiley, Kevin
Lowndes, Simone Geness, Dr. Christina Conolly, Celia Serkin, and Melissa Egan, and
the emcees who communicated the information in both Chinese and English were
Benjamin Lee, a student from Churchill and David Cao, a student from Frost Middle
School. The audience consisted of many parents with students with special needs who
wanted to learn more about what is offered in the MCPS system for their children. To
start the event, the audience watched a video put together by the Village Initiative with
sections from the movie “The Silent Dancer”, which is about a Chinese girl who became
deaf at a very young age, but persisted and eventually overcame the many challenges
that she faced, realizing her talent as a dancer. This video corresponded to some of the
topics mentioned in the event, and was a good bridge to the topics discussed that
evening.
Parent Advocacy
Julie Reiley is the co-chair of the MCPS Special Education Advisory Committee
and the chair of the MCCPTA Special Education Committee. At the event, she
specifically talked about being an effective advocate for your child. She mentioned that
an Individualized Education Program (IEP) can be requested through a written request
to the school for students diagnosed with disabilities. At an IEP meeting, the parent is
the student’s best advocate, and can request an interpreter if needed. Parents should
come prepared with a list of things to discuss including the hopes and goals for his/her
child.
Students with special needs are also entitled to be educated in the Least
Restrictive Environment (LRE), in which he or she can receive an appropriate
education. This means that parents of kids with special needs can advocate for some
general education classes for their child.
The key points to remember are that being an effective advocate means
appreciating, and a child’s IEP must be tailored to meet his or her unique needs.
If there are concerns on how things are being handled on a school level, parents
can contact Mr. Lynch, the director of Special Education at (240) 740-3900 or Mr.

